AMENDMENT 

Paragraph beginning at line 15 of page 1 1 has been amended as follows: 
Figure 4 shows that BMP-2-induced osteopotin gene 
transcription is mediated by a Hoxc-8 binding site. Figure 4A shows a 
schematic description of the constructs used in the transfection assays: 
OPN-266 is the native osteopontin construct; Hox-pGL3 contains the 
osteopontin Hox binding site linked to the SV40 promoter (^VCj m NO- 
Si; mH0X-pGL3 contains the mutated osteopontin Hox binding site 
(SEC IT D N O: 1 0 ). Figure 4B shows that BMP activates the osteopontin 
promoter. The OPN-266 plasmid was co-transfected in C3H10T1/2 
mesenchymal cells with Hoxc-8, Smadl, or Smad4 plasmids alone or in 
a combination of all three in the presence or of absence of ALK3 
plasmid. Figure 4C shows the osteopontin Hox binding site mediates 
BMP-induced transcription. Hox-pGL3 construct was co-transfected 
with ALK6 or ALK3 in C3H10T1/2 mesenchymal cells. Figure 4D 
shows that mutation of Hox binding site abolishes BMP stimulation. 
Hox-pGL3 construct or mHox-pGL3-pGL3 control plasmid was co- 
transfected with ALK6, ALK3 or Hoxc-8 plasmids in C3H10T1/2 
mesenchymal cells. Cell lysates in panels B, C, and D were assayed for 
luciferase activity normalized to Renilla luciferase levels 48 h after 
transfection. Experiments were repeated twice in triplicate. 
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